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Rome, February 15th 2016

The undersigned organisations welcome the positive stand taken by the European Parliament on 
the humanitarian situation in Yemen, and in particular its Joint Motion for a Resolution (JMR)1 and 
the related amendment2 scheduled for plenary vote on 25 February.  

We commend the Parliament for drawing attention to the unfolding humanitarian catastrophe and 
the serious breaches of international humanitarian and human rights law being carried out by all  
parties  to  the  confict.   We  note  and  agree  with  the  assertion  that  EU  Member  States  still  
transferring arms to Saudi Arabia are clearly breaching EU Common Position 2008/944/CFSP on 
arms exports  control,  and the call  for  a  fully  independent  investigation  into all  allegations  of 
abuse, torture, targeted killing of civilians and other violations of international human rights law 
and international humanitarian law.  We note that transfers of arms that might be used in the 
confict in Yemen are also in breach of the Arms Trade Treaty (to which 26 EU Member States are 
party), as concluded by the recent legal opinion of Matrix Chambers.3

We support all eforts by the European Parliament to work towards and encourage others to work 
towards  a  peaceful  resolution  to  the  confict,  including  through  for  example  the  recent 
Parliamentary delegation to Saudi Arabia and Qatar.4

In  this  context  and  in  light  of  the  overwhelming  evidence  of  the  extent  of  international 
humanitarian and human rights law violations, it is clear that EU Member States should not be 
supplying any controlled items that might be used in the Yemen confict.

We therefore congratulate the European Parliament and its MEPs on the steps being taken in 
support of the Yemeni population and international law, and look forward to the vote on both the 
JMR and the related amendment on 25 February.

Yours sincerely,
Francesco Vignarca
Rete Italiana per il Disarmo – Italian Network on Disarmament
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